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Cholera—what is it? 

• Vibrio cholerae background 

• Difference between a pandemic and an 
epidemic 

• Cholera pandemics over time 

• Severity of Nashville’s 1873 outbreak 



History of Cholera Pandemics 

• 1st 1816—1826 Began in Bengal; ~15 million 
• 2nd 1829—1851 Europe + US; ~150,000 US dead 
• 3rd 1852—1860 Russia; ~1,000,000 deaths at least 
• 4th 1863—1875 Europe + Africa mostly; 30,000/90,000 Mecca 

pilgrims died 
• 5th 1881—1896 Worldwide in general; ~900,000 deaths 
• 6th 1899—1923 Russia + India; 1,300,000 died 
• 7th 1961—1970* Indonesia, then India, Bangladesh, and Russia 
• 8th 1991-2002** Marshall Islands, South Pacific 
*There’s some debate as to whether this one’s still on-going. 
** There’s also debate as to whether this one counts as a pandemic. 



Cholera was seen as inevitable and 
unstoppable for many years. 



Cholera routes in the US in the 1800s 



Spread of cholera in Nashville, 1873 



Great French Lick spring was a focal 
point of infection in Nashville. 

Located at 5th Ave and Jefferson St. intersection, this is where many 
victims became infected with cholera. 



Cholera was linked with dirty water by the 
1800s… public health message: clean up! 



Cholera “Cures” Abounded 



Of course, protection against cholera 
was imperative. 



Newspapers in Cairo, IL showed how 
“NOT” to get cholera… 



The “blue phase” of cholera, just 
before death. 

Bare boards… 
Death cap… Blue discoloration of hands, 

face and feet meant death 
within a few hours 



Severe Dehydration Led to Death 

Pencil sketches made by physicians during a cholera outbreak in 
the US in the mid-1850s. 



Galloway Memorial Hospital Nashville 
TN—Cholera hospital for many years 

Located at 875 2nd Ave S Nashville, TN 37210, now the home of the 
Davidson Co. Election Commission… 



Galloway Hospital in 2010 



Physicians in the Cholera Outbreak of 
1873—Many in the Mid-South! 

Mortimer Jordan 
• (1844-1889) was a noted physician who led the fight against the Birmingham 

cholera outbreak of 1873. He attended the University of Alabama and served in 
the Confederate Army during the Civil War before settling into medical practice in 
Birmingham.  
 



The Army Medical Corps helped during 
the outbreaks in the US… 

Note who’s in the audience… 



Sulphur cures everything, right? 



Clinton, TN City Health Officer sent out 
official notice: clean your privies! 



This Applies to YOU! Knoxville 
notification poster, 1892 



Trenton, TN 1892 Clean Up Notice 


